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The trace metal content of unroasted coffee beans has been used to identify their 
country of origin. We are currently exploring the possible use of roasted coffee beans 
to perform the same identification. Preliminary results have indicated that the 
degree of roasting influences the extractable quantity of trace metals in the roasted 
coffee beans. To better understand this, we have explored the relationship between 
the amount of total mass lost during roasting and the concentration of various metals 
extracted into the brewed coffee. We have used atomic absorption spectrometry to 
study this relationship and present our results in light of the goal of identifying 
usable "fingerprint" elements to establish countries of origin. 
